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-tors. Other numbers of this Library have been noticed in these columns. We 
have in the present volume a thorough discussion of the theory of wants — thorough 
as far as it goes, for, as the author says, an exhaustive treatment would include all 
human history. Among the topics discussed are : the general concept of want, its 
extension and value, the division of wants and the corresponding division of the 
sciences and arts, what should be understood by a classification of wants, con- 
sciousness, its degrees and forms, and the functions of the theory set forth. The 
writer opposes the materialistic conception of history and the whole book may be 
briefly described as a rejoinder to those who have ascribed primary importance and 
dominance to economic wants. Its message to the disinherited is " O people, you 
are human, but in the widest meaning of the word. Educate yourselves ! Elevate 
yourselves! Economic progress is intimately connected with so many other things. 
Honesty is the foundation of it. But honesty does not depend upon the individual 
will alone ; it depends upon tradition, usage, public morality, laws, etc. But these 
will not better themselves without knowledge. Then again I say, educate your- 
selves, and your advance will be complex and general." I. W. H. 

Dell' Unita Dklle Scienze Pratiche. By Gaetano Jandelli. Milan : Capriolo 
and Massimino. i8gg. Pages, 439. 
The book represents an effort to trace out the principle lying at the base of 
and presupposed by all the practical sciences. It is impossible in a brief notice 
adequately to describe, or even to mention, the salient features of this work which 
even a cursory examination shows to be full of pregnant thoughts. It is a scholarly 
and profound work on Practical Philosophy as defined by John Stuart Mill in his 
System of Logic. The range of such a book is implied by its title. Its theological 
trend may arouse suspicion, but its searching criticism of the various theories of 
morals will win the admiration if not the approval of the reader. I. W. H. 

La Riduzione Progressiva della Variability e i suoi Rapporti coll' Estin- 
zione e coll' Origine delle Specie. By Daniele Rosa. Turin : Carlo 
Claussen. 1899. Pages, 133. 
Professor Rosa in this volume contributes a brief but interesting and scholarly 
discussion of some important phylogenetic problems. Beginning with an inquiry 
into the causes of the extinction of species, he is gradually led to a consideration of 
the various theories concerning their origin. The book is divided into three chap- 
ters with the following titles, respectively : The Extinction of Species and the Pro- 
gressive Reduction of Variation ; Progressive Reduction of Variation and Progres- 
sive Reduction of Variability, and, finally, the Progressive Reduction of Variability 
and the Origin of Species. The basis of the whole discussion is the proposition 
that species which have disappeared without necessary modification are generally 
the most perfect. This fact is accounted for in the first chapter by the law of pro- 
gressive reduction of variation, which corresponds pretty closely to Cope's "law of 
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the unspecialised," as set forth in his Primary Factors of Organic Evolution. 
The difference is this, that the law of progressively reduced variation " is applied 
to all forms, even to those which could not be called specialised, as Cope used the 
word. It expresses a more general phenomenon which began to manifest itself at 
the very beginning of organic evolution " (p. 36). 

Having determined the law just referred to, the author naturally proceeds to 
inquire into its causes, and this is the task of the second chapter. He finds that it 
is due to a more general law which he formulates as the law of progressively re- 
duced variability. This second law holds not only with reference to species but 
also in regard to organisms, organs, and the histological elements. This conclusion 
is contradictory to that of Haeckel, for instance, who declares that there is no limit 
to the variation of organic forms. As to the causes of this law, whether they are 
extrinsic or intrinsic or both, the author is compelled to admit, after a somewhat 
extended consideration, that they are unknown. 

In the third chapter the relation of the law of progressively reduced variability 
to certain frequently discussed questions in regard to the origin of species is con- 
sidered, especially its relation to the theory of natural selection. With the latter 
it does not perfectly accord. The theory of progressively reduced variability, says 
Professor Rosa, leads us necessarily to orthogenesis. The facts of individual vari- 
ation are not opposed to these two theories, because two kinds of variations must 
be admitted, namely, phylogenetic and individual. The author considers also the 
relation of his theory to preformation, epigenesis, and adaptation. 

Among the interesting conclusions which may be drawn from the theories set 
forth in this work are the following : The cause of the absolute extinction of a 
group or species is its very perfection, since the increase of perfection is accom- 
panied by reduced variation ; the production of new forms and species cannot con- 
tinue indefinitely, and finally every species evolves toward a condition of fixity. 
Works cited in the text are affixed to each chapter. I. W. H. 

I Fatti Psichici Elementari. By Adelchi Baratono. Bocca Bros.: Turin, 
1900. Pages, 107. 

This little volume is not a psychological treatise for beginners, as its title might 
indicate, but a critical analysis of the data of consciousness, and an attempt to dis- 
cover the fundamental fact which differentiates psychology from the sciences of 
biology and physiology. This is a task which the writer asserts it was not neces- 
sary to enter upon in the initial stage of the science, for the observation and classi- 
fication of facts of a certain degree of complexity are a necessary preliminary for 
successful effort in this direction. Psychology has now reached a stage of develop- 
ment, however, when such an investigation may be fruitful in positive results. He 
therefore enters upon his examination of the so-called states of consciousness with 
the object of determining whether they are reducible to simpler elements. 

After subjecting to vigorous criticism the theories of Spencer, Bain, Sergi, and 



